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L&OVe – looking at the benefits to our community from our surrounding landscape 

Our key focus during April has been coming together to come up with ideas to help raise awareness 

in Lewes about just how our community and our local economy benefits from a healthy local 

environment – several games have been proposed as a way to catch attention and engage people. 

We are now working on developing these for public events and we’re planning, with others, some 

walks to bring the idea into people’s enjoyment of the environment. 

       

The month began with Colin taking the group’s poster about our 

workshop (see L&OVe page on TTL website) to a conference in 

Edinburgh called “Valuing Ecosystems: Policy, Economic and 

Management Interactions”, where there was lots of interest in what 

we’re planning to do and in the workshop process we’ve developed 

for engaging people with the issue. More info at 

http://www.sac.ac.uk/research/projects/landeconomy/featured/sac

sepaconf/. Our poster will soon be on this website. 

Discussion with other delegates confirmed that we seem to be the 

first town that’s trying to show how the benefits from the local 

environment are important to our community, although there are 

several rural communities in Scotland who are doing this and 

developing a toolkit – we’ve made contact with Scottish National 

Heritage who are working on this and will develop links for mutual 

learning on this.  

 

Work is going on to finalise our work programme for our South Downs ‘Way Ahead’ NIA project (for 

more info see 

http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/conservation/biodiversity/funding/nia/projects/southd

owns.aspx), mentioned in the April update …. Watch this space! 

 

L&OVe have been invited to be part of the Environment Agency’s Coastal Futures Group, who are 

also looking to engage the public …. For more info see http://www.environment-

agency.gov.uk/aboutus/wfo/128455.aspx 

 

On the more technical side, we’ll have a presence at the Natural Capital Initiative’s workshop for 

economists and ecologists in London on 8 May ….. http://www.naturalcapitalinitiative.org.uk/ 

 

We’ve also been invited to attend a special event to test out Rufopoly: an interactive decision-

making tool for spatial planning and ecosystem services (see 

http://www.slideshare.net/rachelcurzon/ru-fopoly-slideshare-intro-1). We’re hoping this may be 

really useful in engaging those interested in and working on local planning  ….. 

 

Plans are well underway for our stand at the Lewes Railway Land Wildlife Trust’s Summer Festival on 

2
nd

 June, where we’ll try out a ‘naturegain’ game (see earlier), amongst other things. 

Please contact Colin (tc09@gn.apc.org or 01273 474077) for timing and venue confirmation for 

event planning meetings, if you’d like to participate in putting our display and games together for 

this. 

 

Next Full meeting – will be towards the end of May – date and venue to be decided – see website in 

early May. 

 


